STAGIONE @

CONCERTISTICA 2024 o

CON FUOCO DUO

ROBERT WALZEL, CLARINET
STEVEN MICHAEL GLASER, PIANO

PROGRAMMA

LEONARD BERNSTEIN
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SIMON A. SARGON
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STAGIONE

CONCERTISTICA 2024

CON FUOCO DUO

CON FUOCO, TRANSLATED FROM ITALIAN MEANS "WITH FIRE." IT WAS DURING THEIR FIRST
REHEARSAL THAT BOB AND STEVE REALIZED THAT "CON FUOCO" PERFECTLY DESCRIBED THE
CHEMISTRY ENGENDERED WHEN PLAYING TOGETHER. SINCE 1989, THE CON FUOCO DUO HAS
PERFORMED REGULARLY INCLUDING CONCERTS IN GREAT BRITAIN, FRANCE, BELGIUM, GERMANY,
DENMARK, THE BALTICS, MEXICO, WEST AFRICA, AND THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES. THE DUO
HAS TOURED AS ARTISTIC AMBASSADORS FOR THE UNITED STATES INFORMATION AGENCY,
PREVIOUSLY THE CULTURAL BRANCH OF THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE. THEY HAVE RELEASED
TWO COMMERCIAL COMPACT DISCS, CON FUOCO: DUOS FOR CLARINET AND PIANO, FEATURING THE
WORKS OF WEINER, CASTELNUOVO-TEDESCO, REINECKE, AND IRELAND; AND WILD AND EXOTIC
DANCES,FEATURING THE MUSIC OF JAMES SCOTT BALENTINE.

PROFESSOR OF MUSIC AT THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS, ROBERT WALZEL PREVIOUSLY SERVED AS THE
FOUNDING DEAN OF THE KU SCHOOL OF MUSIC FROM 2010-2022. PERFORMING EXTENSIVELY IN
ESSENTIALLY ALL MEDIUMS FEATURING CLARINET AND SAXOPHONE, HE IS HAILED BY CRITICS AS A
“REMARKABLE CLARINET VIRTUOSO” POSSESSING “GREAT FINESSE” AND “EFFORTLESS TECHNIQUE.”
WALZEL HAS PERFORMED IN 30 COUNTRIES AND PRESENTED MASTER CLASSES AND LECTURES AT
SEVERAL OF THE WORLD’'S LEADING MUSIC SCHOOLS. HE IS FEATURED ON MULTIPLE RECORDING
LABELS INCLUDING ALBANY, NAVONA, CON FUOCO DIGITAL, AND MARK RECORDS. FOR ELEVEN YEARS
WALZEL SERVED ON THE FACULTY AT TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY AND AS PRINCIPAL CLARINETIST OF
THE LUBBOCK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA. PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATIVE LEADERSHIP POSITIONS INCLUDE
THOSE AT SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY IN TEXAS AND AT THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH. A PAST
PRESIDENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL CLARINET ASSOCIATION, HE ALSO SERVED TWO FULL TERMS ON
THE COMMISSION ON ACCREDITATION FOR THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS OF MUSIC.
WALZEL IS A GRADUATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON AND HOLDS A DOCTOR OF MUSICAL ARTS
DEGREE FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS.

STEVEN MICHAEL GLASER HAS CONCERTIZED WIDELY IN THE UNITED STATES INCLUDING ACCLAIMED
DEBUT RECITALS IN ORCHESTRA HALL (CHICAGO) ON THE PRESTIGIOUS ALLIED ARTS SERIES, MERKIN
CONCERT HALL (NEW YORK CITY), AND ABROAD IN CANADA, MEXICO, EUROPE, ISRAEL, NEW ZEALAND
AND EAST ASIA. HE HAS PERFORMED IN POLAND INCLUDING CONCERTS WITH THE LODZ AND POZNAN
PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRAS, RECITALS AS SOLO ARTIST SPONSORED BY THE UNITED STATES
INFORMATION AGENCY, AND FOR THE U.S. EMBASSY IN WARSAW COMMEMORATING THE JOINT
BIRTHDAYS OF FREDERIC CHOPIN AND GEORGE WASHINGTON. IN THE FAR EAST, HE HAS TOURED
THROUGHOUT TAIWAN AND CHINA PERFORMING SOLO RECITALS AND TEACHING MASTER CLASSES,
INCLUDING A RECITAL IN BEIJING AT THE INVITATION OF THE U. S. AMBASSADOR TO CHINA. HE HAS
TRAVELED TO NEW ZEALAND FOR RECITALS AND MASTER CLASSES IN AUCKLAND, WELLINGTON AND
HAMILTON; AND PERFORMED AND TAUGHT AS GUEST ARTIST AT THE CORFU (GREECE) INTERNATIONAL
MUSIC FESTIVAL; THE BEETHOVEN FESTIVAL IN JERUSALEM (ISRAEL), AND FESTIVALS IN THE UNITED
STATES. THE WINNER OF SUCH PRESTIGIOUS PIANO COMPETITIONS AS THE NEW YORK CHOPIN
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION AND THE SOCIETY OF AMERICAN MUSICIANS COMPETITION, GLASER
ALSO RECEIVED FIRST PRIZE IN THE LIEDERKRANZ FOUNDATION COMPETITION WHICH INCLUDED AN
APPEARANCE IN LINCOLN CENTER’'S ALICE TULLY HALL AS WELL AS SOLO AND ORCHESTRAL
ENGAGEMENTS. A GRADUATE OF THE JUILLIARD SCHOOL AND THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, GLASER
IS A PROFESSOR OF PIANO AT THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MUSIC AND IS A MEMBER OF
THE MELTON CENTER FOR JEWISH STUDIES AT OHIO STATE. HE HAS SERVED AS VISITING PROFESSOR
OF PIANO AT THE BUCHMAN-MEHTA SCHOOL OF MUSIC AT TEL-AVIV UNIVERSITY (ISRAEL) AND AT
CAPITAL UNIVERSITY (COLUMBUS, OHIO).



